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Proposed Regulations and Schedule | Hazardous Produ  cts Act Amendment

Environmental Defence applauds the federal govenhifioe its propose@onsumer Products
Containing Lead (Contact With Mouth) Regulations and Order amending Part Il Schedule | of
theHazardous Products Act with the addition of consumer products containiead as defined in
the aforementioned regulations.

Justification of Support

Environmental Defence believes that children atesexely vulnerable to the effect of toxic
chemicals and thereby require substantial protecfiais is certainly the case with lead, a
known toxicant which can damage almost every oayahsystem in the human body, disrupt
hormones, cause various developmental and behavieffects, and may cause cancer. Given
that lead can be toxic at low doses and accuminldtes body, it is clear why Canadians, and
particularly children, would benefit from strondead regulation. This case becomes even
stronger when it is considered that children ass Bble to remove lead from their bodies, and
have an increased chance of exposure via chewysgatad crawling through lead-contaminated
dust.

Given the above information, the proposed regulatgetting a total lead limit of 90 mg/kg for
products, other than kitchen utensils, whose nopatiern of use requires that they be brought
to the user’'s mouth, and for products that wowdlii to brought into contact with the mouth of
children under three years of age during learnnglay are supported.

Next Steps

However, there is strong evidence, both sciendifid legislative, suggesting that a more
extensive risk management plan is needed. WhildtlH€anada currently has regulatory limits
for lead content in surface coatings (600 mg/kgltiead) for various products, and migratory



lead from glazed ceramics and glassware, childijewsllery, and kettles, there are still various
products left unaddressed by existing and proposgulations. In fact, Health Canada’s Lead
Risk Reduction Strategy for Consumer Products doésclude addressing household
furnishings (e.g., wallpaper) and products intenfdedise in public spaces (e.g., nails). Also,
despite lead’s presence on the Cosmetic Ingretietiist, lipsticks identified as containing lead
via Campaign for Safe Cosmetics testing in 2007stéirbe found on Canadian shelves (e.qg.,
Maybelline NY Moisture Extreme Midnight Red Lipkjc A new study by the US FDA found
even higher lead levels than those detected bgafie Campaign for Cosmetit€learly, our
laws are failing to do enough to protect childrdr@alth.

Other jurisdictions also have stricter, more corhpresive rules than Canada. For example, lead
is prohibited for use in cosmetics in the Eldnd as a listed reproductive toxin, it cannot sedu

in goods for sale to the general public abovetstoacentrationd? With some exceptions, the
EU has also banned it from electrical and electroevices. The US has effectively banned

lead from all children’s products, including thargahat covers these products, with an
exemption for “certain materials or products aratiressible component parfstimits were
slated to decrease to 100 ppm over the courseed trears. International standards such as
International Standards Organization (ISO) alsmes®la limit of migratable lead content of
toys for children under six, not just three, yeafrage to 90 mg/kg.

Recommendations

1. The Government of Canada should expand the cuysrepbsed regulations to grant the
same protection to children under six years of age.

2. The government should, as proposed under the LeskdRReduction Strategy, regulate
lead within children’s equipment, furniture, angstoeating and foodware products; and
products likely to be melted or burned in enclospdces. These regulations should be in
put into place without further delay.

3. The government should also follow the EU’s lead bhad lead from within electronics
and electronic devices. It is suggested that tivemgomnent also formally evaluate the
effectiveness of the Cosmetics Hotlist as an adstrative tool under thEood and
Drugs Act, and the Act itself given the presence of this BE#xic” chemical within
products in which it is supposed to be prohibited.

4. Until such time as lead is banned from electroaitg electronic devices, cosmetics and
other products, Canada should make the presereadknown to the public via product
labelling.
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